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REPORT 


RELATING TO THE REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES AND DEATHS, 


IN -THE 


PROVINCE OF ONTARIO, 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING 81st DECEMBER, 1879. 


PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS, 
Toronto, December 7th, 1880. 


To the Honourable A. S. Harpy, 
Registrar-General of the Province of Ontarvo. 


Srr,—I have the honour to present a Report of the Births, Marriages and Deaths 
registered in this Province during the year ending 3lst December, 1879. 

During the year there were 41,035 Births, 12,509 Marriages and 17,958 Deaths 
registered in Ontario. 

The registered number of Births was greater than in 1878 by 799 ; that of Marriages 
was less by 220, while the registered Deaths shewed an increase of 150. 

The total registrations were 71,502, an increase of 25,902 in four years, or since 
1876, the date the present Act came into force. 
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In these tables will be found the general statistics in relation to births, marriages 
and deaths in the counties, county towns, and principal cities and towns of the Province 
of Ontario during the year 1879. 

The total number of births reported in the county towns was 8,925, against 8,682 
last year, an increase of 243. 

The Town of Brockville registered the greatest increase, viz., 39, and Toronto the 
smallest, viz., 1. 

In 25 of the county towns the number of births registered was larger, and in 1] 
smaller, than in the previous year. 


The City of Guelph shewed the largest decrease, viz., 42, and the Town of Sarnia 
the smallest. ' 


During the year 3,513 marriages were recorded in these county towns as against 
3,849 in 1878; a falling off to the extent of 336 in number. The most marked decrease 
was in the City of St. Catharines, where 82 marriages less were solemnized than in 1878. 


The smallest decrease was in the Town of Pembroke, being one in number. No par- 
ticular cause can be assigned for this decrease in the number of marriages. As, however, 
the ratio of marriages to population has in past years been above the standard, the decrease 
this year does not reduce the general average below what is considered, in towns in 
other countries similar in population to those in Ontario, to be about the true proportion. 


22 county towns returned a decrease, and 13 an increase, in marriages, and one 
town, Goderich, returned exactly the same number as in 1878. 


The table shews that 311 more deaths were registered in the county towns in 1879 
than in 1878; the numbers being respectively 5,372 and 5,061—the largest increase, 69, 
was in the City of Kingston, and the smallest, 2, in the Town of Milton. Ottawa, which 
had the largest increase in 1878, has this year the largest decrease, 46, and Peterborough 
and Picton the smallest, 1. 28 county towns shew an increase, and 8 a decrease in the 
numbers returned. 


The percentage of increase in the number of births registered is 2.8 ; the decrease in 
marriages amounts to 8.7 per cent.; and the increase in deaths to 5.3 per cent. 


The returns from a majority of these county towns may be considered nearly if 
not quite complete. 


The ratio of births in the principal cities and towns is 28 per 1,000 against 27 in 
1878. Toronto, Hamilton, Ottawa, Guelph, Belleville, Peterborough, Windsor, Wood- 
stock, and Barrie return a higher rate than 28 per 1,000, and the other cities and towns 
a lower rate; St. Catharines, with 17.7, being the lowest. 


The ratio of marriages this year is only 10 per 1,000 of the population, while last 
year it was 11.9.. Toronto, London, Brantford, Guelph, Belleville, Chatham, St. Thomas, 
Peterborough, Lindsay, and Barrie are above the average rate, and the rest of the cities and 
towns are below it. Chatham records the highest rate, 17.9 per 1,000, and Brockville the 
lowest, 4.1 per 1,000. i 


Eight marriages per 1,000 of the population are estimated as the standard ; but in 
cities and towns the ratio is generally greater in consequence of many persons residing in 
the suburban districts resorting to them to be married. Aft coe 


“¥ Riles a3 at ce ain 
Of the 20 cities and towns, 15 return a larger ratio than 8 per 1,000. That the 
marriages in Ontario were nearly all registered in 1879, notwithstanding the decrease in 
the number returned, is indicated by the fact that while there were 12,708 marriage 
licenses issued by the Marriage License Department, the returns from the various 
Division Registrars shew that 12,509 marriages were solemnized. The total population 
of these cities and towns, as given by the Assessors for 1879, was 276,843, an increase 
over 1878 of 5,430; the number of deaths registered was 4,629, an increase of 133, the 
ratio being 16.7 per 1,000. Toronto, Hamilton, Ottawa, London, St. Catharines, King- 
ston, Belleville, and Barrie are above this average rate ; Belleville returns the highest 
death rate, 23.1 per 1,000; and Brockville the lowest, 8.5. 


14 


The following comparison between the cities of Ontario and some cities of the 
United States, similar in population, will be found worthy of notice. 


— 


| 
| 
ONTARIO, 1879. | 
| 
| 


Kingston 
Brantford 


Guelph . 


ies 8 aL ene ©. 458 to's 


oreo ee terse eee 


ey 


swore eters 


coco e oe eee ew eee «6 oe} 


Popula- 


34268 
24015 


19666 
14358 
10587 
10475 
10072 | 
9789 | 


Number 
of 


Ratio to 
1,000 


Living. 


UNITED STATES. 


66 


| Lynn, 


ce 


Springfield, 


Salem, vy 


Newport, R. I 


Lincoln, = 


Providence, R.I. .... 
Fall River, Mass.... 


Bridgeport, Conn.... 


eee eeae 


Marlborough, Mass.. 


Popula- 


tion. 


110675 
45340 
32600 
31058 
25938 
19835 


| Number| Ratio to 


of 1,000 
Deaths.| Living. 
1980. (| TET 
1054 22.8 
627 18.0 
482 15.9 
513 19.9 
399 20.1 
223 15.1 
208 (WES, 
166 Rel 


= = 


[Sl lm a key 
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BIRTHS BY MONTHS. 
(For Table see Appendix, page iv.). 


This table is a record of births registered in Ontario during the year 1879. The 
whole number reported was 41,035, an increase of 799 over 1878. 


Sex OF’ THE CHILDREN Born. 


The number of births of males was 21,343, and of females 19,692. This gave 108.3 


males to each 100 females; or 52 males and 48 females in each 100 children. 


The number and proportion of male to female births in each month will be seen in 
the following table :— 


5 | 8 5 | J 
Sex. > KH ‘ oO 3 Pa = 2 Total. 
S 5 3} et . . 3 oO Ss 8 = 
ir} jn ra = es o b - ~ Oo > o 
Ae ea Pe Pa ene em teh sets oe eI 
ti ey belt toe Ue te Bit dco Oem nna nes 
ERIES is ee | 2 1872| 2027| 1628} 1641! 1510} 1763) 1858} 1855) 1717 1666 1755 21343 
Females ..... aa 1753) 1764; 1560} 1529} 1406! 1614) 1638) 1717| 1632} 1552] 1661 19692 
i 
ses SA SET RSC Se 
| \ 
Males to each | | | | 
100 Females} 109.9) 106.7) 114. °| 104. 1 107.3] 107. Z| 109.2} 113.4} 108.0} 105. | 107. 3 105.6 108.3 
| | 


In March 114.9 males were born to each 100 females, while in October there were 
only 105.2 males born to 100 females. 


ORDER OF BirtHs By Montus, 1878-1879. 


| 1878. | 1879. 
Monrtus. —_—— | MonrTas. 
| | | | 
| Males. |Females| Total. | Males. |Females} Total. 
: | i 
—|——_ | Mt aS. 
wn ee fie: we 
PL EPONY U5 aalck OP nage re | 1999 1826 SOL RAMAN see a bake we ees 2051 | 1866 3917 
Arse = “ores ee eee eed | 1890 1677 SoG Ware ene k each oes 2027 1764 3791 
PAIGE ace se ys ieee eee | 1886 | 1608 494) Pebriusry) . 7.02. cae 1872 | 1753 3625 
A OKURSY tS ick 5s cide sie | 1810 | 1664 3474 || September ............. 1855 1717 | 3572 
Detoher «sci bss. chs | 1718 | 1683 | 3401 | Raut ce Maes os 1858 | 1638} 3496 
otetate 2c ee 1V63-| 7221890 1:1, Suns Decumbere es ieee. wy | 1755 | 1661 | 3416 
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Orper oF Birtus By Monrus, 1878-1879.—Continued. 


40236 21343 | 19692 | 41035 


1878. | 1879. 
MonrTHSs. 4 | | MonrTHSs. | 
Males. |Females| Total. ts Females! Total. 
| 
| | | 
September ............. | 1710 1613 | Baza? HOS wy ete eee ce 1763 1614 3377 
December ..... panavig 1689 1532 Sd Ate CORO DGD) acs/naoled Boo aee | 1717 1632 | 3349 
PRB MIDer :.. 46k. ee chee | 1698 1501 Boo: 4 November ses foy'.05 Fes 1666 1552 3218 
Ie hrs 0 os Sep rks $s | 1641 1544 | SESE i Avila en ne See eee 1628 1560 3188 
208 ae eee eee | 1621 | 1533 | SL MON Avan ed ajuda ete cathe | 1641 1529 3170 
SEER oid oe Pee 1583 | 1457 OGD = ACNE, Staats he ts wee ao RS [; 15102) 1406 2916 
| 


| 21008 | 19228 


The births in January, 1879, preponderated, being 1,001 more than in the lowest 
month, June. March returned the largest number of births in 1878, and June, as in 
1879, the lowest. 


QvuARTERLY Return oF Birtus, 1878-1879. 


| 
1878. | 1879. 
f | | 
| | | 
i 
Males. |Females Total. | Males. |Females} Total. 
ba setee lh 
Quarter ending March 3lst........-..- +e esse eee 5572 5080 | 10652 5950 | 5383 | 11333 
. Parra) UAE ite ated och Fe ea eee 5090 | 4598 | 9688 5468 5016 | 10484 
a September 30th ....... ..e20--e- 5241 | 4834 | 10075 5146 4798 | 9944 
as Missa hAT OLE oockcse het as ees | 5105 | 4716 | 9821 4779 | 4495 9274 


21343 | 19692 | 41035 


TiAl 34652 = 5500 « pal acti 19228 | 40236 | | 


SS ey 


The average number of births within the several specified periods was as Fallows i 


For the year........ 41,035—Males, 21,343 ; Females, 19,692. 
BP 5 VANS. ss eve 3. 419 oy 1,778 ° sg iL 641. 
A Ns a sip ns 789 3 410; . "379, 


BRE apy ads. d's: é Het 8 BB B4. 
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The difference between the number of male and female births during the last eight 
years is shewn in the following list :— 


dCs BW fy aa 1,027 more male children weré born than female. 
Stig tate 1,037 “ ‘ ‘< 
SRST 4 US ee LOTS ‘“ & “a 
Rae oy hs aie Po 1,064 1G ‘< « 
dafcal Rely Cokeutiy, pete 987 ‘6 ‘< « 
4d 1877 ss Meets Ware 1,361 oe ‘6 «< 
SLOT Sere: 1,780 ee & tc 
PES WoW Shh Hap! 1,651 6 &¢ _ 


The following statement shews the 
last six years, with percentages :— 


Percentage 
7 of the 
QUARTER. 1874. 1875. 1876. 1877. 1878 1879. | Total. sehiola tis 
ne years. 
Brat cai | 
January to' March}. 2... ./. 7610 6998 | 10012 | 12580 | 10652 | 11333 | 59185 ae 
ADT LO Dd UNO ios ol arrehonee 7048 6481 : 9566 9899 | 9688 | 10484 | 53166 24.8 
July to September ........ 7034 6474 | 9623 | 9854 | 10075 9944 | 53004 24.8 
October to December ...... 6546 6015. 9257 | 7624 9821 9274 | 48537 22.7 
28238 | 25968 | 38458 | 39957 | 40236 | 41035 | 213892 100.00 
| 


The following is a comparative statement of births for the ten years 1870-1879 in- 
clusive :— 


No. of Births | 


a Registered in Ontario. Males to Males in | Fema afes be per 1,00 
| en | ea 100 Females.; 100 Births. | 100 “Baek. | ee 
| 
a: ae 
1 bcy CE Aan Sy RE ee SA 10326. | 9172 112.5 52.9 47°1 ® 12.0 
1871 ce 12871 11912 108.0 | 51.9 48.1 15.3 
BF ey date Meters ci haha Seaeelage Aco tes 12186 11159 109.2 52.2 47.8 14.4 
1873 14285 13248 | 107.8 51.6 48.2 17.0 
OVA ced at, See tee spa las 14673 13600 | 107.8 51.8 48 .2 17.4 
DR Dao. ocoicss swede a. | 13468 12516 107.6 51.7 48 .3 16.0 
EER se St ase as eee ae 19733 18746 105.2 51.2 48.8 23.7 
1877 20659 | 19298 107.0 | 51.7 48.3 24.6 
1878 21008 19228 | 109.2 52.2 47.8 25.0 
21343 19692 108.3 52.0 | 48.0 25.3 
| 
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ILLEGITIMATE Brrtrus, Twins AND TRIPLETS. 


: 
YEAR, Elagitinate’| a gore team ene Sern 

| ie ee ee 1 cae 

BTS yea as kx e os 235 One in every 99 Births. 76 0 

LB ais Os 3 dos eo as ve os 229 . pay abe iS 200 i 

Ps Fe er ney theses 191 a Be 444 < 255 | 2 

ly SS ae ea 198 4 ree A, ~ | 264 i! 

1876 “ 392 re Aes sea ch 349. 1 

2 0 ESSN rare oe Pa 529 bt iy 75 y 411 5 

EI gOS 5 2 gee ee B75 a ear S70) a 425 9 

BN Peat an shane epee On estar aici 524 ee EW me 378 1 

Average for the 8 years .... 359 One in every 102 Births. 294 2.5 


Twin Brrtus. 


The number of twin births returned during the year was 378, or 47 less than in 1878. 


TRIPLETS. 


Only one case of three children at a birth was recorded in 1879, though there 
were nine returned in 1878. 

The total number of births returned for the last eight years was 264,867. This 
gives one pair of twins to every 112 births, and one case of triplets to every 13,940 
births; one.child in every 56 was therefore a twin, and one in every 4,646 was one of 
triplets. * 


ILLEGITIMATE. 


It is satisfactory to find that the births of illegitimate children have decreased in 
number. In 1879, 524 were registered, being 49 less than in 1878. 

This gives one illegitimate to 78 legitimate births. In 1878 the proportion was 
one in 70. 

The County of York returned the highest number of illegitimate births, 171 ; Went- 
worth, 42; Middlesex, 30; Frontenac, 29 ; Huron, 22; Wellington and Brant, 15 each. 
These counties contain the principal cities, which in a great degree accounts for the large 
number of illegitimate births reported. 
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MARRIAGES. 
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MARRIAGES BY DENOMINATIONS. 


(For Table see Appendix, page xii.) 


There were 25,018 persons married in 1879. Of this number the religious denomin- 
ations of 24,728 were givea, the remainder, 290, either were members of no Church, or 
the clergymen who slemiawed the marriages neglected to ascertain the denomination to 
which they belonged. 

It is to be regretted that clergymen, who are generally so correct in their returns, 
should omit this item of information, so necessary to complete the particulars of a 
marriage return. When the parties do not belong to any Church the clergyman should 
state the fact in his report. 

The percentage to the whole number married of those whose religious denominations 
were given is as follows :— 


37.37 per an or 1 in ae 2.67, oe Methodists. 
20.87 1 4, 80, Presbyterians. 


16.98 ss 1 5.88, ‘ Episcopalians. 
12.78 eS il ES 8.13, ‘¢ Roman Catholics. 
5.64 : Lie Lis eet ee beierstes 
1.94 oh u VAD LO Le aA abiveranis. 
1.88 cf 1 «< -53.06, ~* Bible Christians. 
wre ss 1 © 128.79, “ Congregationalists. 
57 Be ij © 172.92, ‘ Mennonites. 
05 A l 190215. FS Ouakers: 
1.64 - i} “61.46, “ of other denominations. 


11,153 or 89.19 per cent. of these marriages were by license, and 1,324 or 10.58 per 
cent. by banns, and of the remaining 32 it is not reported whether they were solemnized 
by license or banns. 


\ 
MARRIAGES BY MONTHS, 


(For Table see Appendix, page xx.) 


Quarterly Return of Marriages, with the percentage of the whole number for the 
years 1878-79. 


of the of the 


NS of Per cent. | No. of Per cent. 
eee 1 iac 
Marriages. hate NG | Marriages. whats Nos 


Quarter ending 31st December. ...60-sc.¢hcs5 scenes 3917 30.77 4029 | 32.21 

2 LEE NAR CI Ais > fy ciate Rt eee 3524 27.68 3295 | 26.34 

“4 UGE 2) NO CU gop ssisioa «boc e See 4 2727 21.42 2632 | 21.05 

# s0th Hapremberye: 2 +./. aak os eee 2506 19.68 | 2496 19.95 

tate OF Marriage omitted wie. se ss kcs.s lke son os ieee 55 43 | 57 45 
pa RTS NET ET) PE ere i 

12729 100.60 | 12509 100.00 
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MarRRIAGES BY Montus IN NUMERAL ORDER. 


EE Nic Sh sou 'dl chs cz, eee AIRY a Sen dn SA IN baal AA oh 1,513 
HALLS shearing allies Sel i a nt occtindepirs aAeA . s-8 o AO 1,357 
RAMEE 02 Cty re aaa gms vlan. Cit ‘pharaaa cout a py los ad 0 aa 1,223 
PERETTI eae cre'y vy Sata eae s RAPE Sen Pamean | 2 \e idee Le 
Ree ETAL Y 5 och ner y coins aii dickes Ao sacs: wake Males 6) Re RoaI Tse ein eos: areas 1,096 
peptembperderih ys Gals 42 Wo eat alc Vascks ete p, Sees k Saabeh te 1,067 
DEEP ea eo iat eh chat lass CECE eter eretayst a AEE 976 
yo a a a a Reg ee er AI AMY OC ag A gy at 943 
BE ERs bert, cyan ha tava paucie atin tial Cn lotit «Ves Wie(ionet a ca) ot Menon fate my Seer niin a3 878 
PPL Y SEN wsdl ses chee aia aaa N Clenpel UI Siam NULL Rese aah sated ears 838 
Bechet seb res Pe VA ce ate t ar eet dT stare, ok aie.) ot Was Anat «a1 8) abe 811 
RE TS Boer dle «eae Me a ae antl al Aiea iti Ge a A a dear os 591 


The average number of marriages per quarter was 3,127 


é 6e (79 ce month 75 1,042 
“ 6e iz 66 week ‘75 940 


6c 66 3 74 day 46 34 


As in former years, the winter appears to be the most popular season of the year 
for marrying. Of the months December returned the largest number of marriages—1,513, 
or 12.09 per cent. of the whole ; and August the smallest number—591, or only 4 per 
cent. of the whole. 


Dividing the year into periods of three months, according to numbers, we find that 
December, January and October form the highest quarter, with 4,093, or 32 per cent. of 
the whole number of marriages; while May, July and August form the lowest quarter, 
with 2,240, or 17 per cent. of the whole number. 


MARRIAGES BY AGES. ' 
(For Table see Appendix, page xxii.), 


12,509 marriages were registered in 1879, being 220 less than in 1878. Whether 
the decrease was caused by there having been fewer marriages, or whether clergymen 
neglected to register them, is not known. 

In 1879, 130 males who were under 20 years of age were married, while 2,842 
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females entered into the wedded state at or under that age, being a difference of 2,712. 
Between 20 and 25 (the great marrying period) the difference between the number of males 
and females marrying, though not so large as that under 20, was still very marked—4,820 
males to 6,141 females, or 1,321 more females than males. In the next quinquennial 
period, between the ages of 25 and 30 years, a change takes place, and at these ages 
many more males were married than females, the numbers being 4,270 males to 2,126 


females. 


Throughout the remaining periods of life the males entering into the marriage state 
outnumbered the females, 


The proportion of males and females married during the different quinquennial 
periods of life, for the years 1878-79, as compared with the whole number of marriages 
recorded, is shewn in the following table :— 


| 
1878. 1879. 
QUINQUENNIAL PERIODS OF Per cent. of the whole Per cent. of the whole 
LIFE. number Married. -number married. 
| 
Males. Females. Males. Females. 
| 
MTCC OU RATIO ns pees Ge Vaan LRT aes 1.04 | 20.82 1.04 22.71 
BECaa PUG AD-V OAT R sce oo <2 0,025: soe | mee, 38 .57 49 .00 38.53 | 49.09 
crams > 2ohba sd eit O Ni ade UA eee : 34.70 16.86 34.13 17.00 
MROUL S MODAL “an cise stains: aix.c- 6 aacterre ee anes 11.55 5.08 12.56 4.95 
de page| De Ee NN Cg Ca met Fe 5.02 2.20 5.59 | 2.70 
OS MB 3) ico, CAA Ca Oe os 2.92 1.20 2.78 1.36 
SR MO Bn Wh tt eM fe we are area es : 1.65 0.87 1.86 0.89 
Ree OO EEN enisk J wiemerecietee sete beiatk 1.28 0.50 1.34 0.39 
DEMOS AOU os, arivatdigihcie a hat eane gee tee 0.77 0.23 | 0.79 0.16 
EE OE ME WL nw i addivn vay «Bete ee eee 0.44 0.16 0.47 0.17 
BeOS Caied Aa Sy Stab aie hahwtacs vile 4-k'0-6 eS 0.32 0.04 0.30 0.07 
Be SUES NL eM Ree elves wise bade) Gate ees OF L 0.02 0.17 .007 
“YI RCTS DP et BE ee ae 0.06 0.02 0.03 0.00 
oS) ONE OVER. w+ 1d ohn Bawa stals aves | 0.03 MO OR eet | 0.02 0.00 


31 females of the age of 14 (who might very properly be called school girls), were 
married in 1879, and 35 entered the matrimonial state at the early age of 15. 5 young 
men married at the age of 17. 
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One of the remarkable features in the Returns of Marriages is the great difference 
sometimes shewn in the ages of the parties united. The following is a synopsis of the 
marriages exhibiting this disparity of years, and also giving the occupation of the bride- 
groom :— 


| BRIDEGROOM THE ELDER. 


CouNTIES. Pe. ek Oe ER aia Dae ae Lt oem = (a 
Occupation of Age of | Age of 
Bridegroom. Bridegroom. | Bride. 
| | 
UMS Ao ob nl a siader a thie ey 5 sein ae | Ceti emir a tam enn date atin 86 19 
MEMES SOL UN Nash as eh gente dete APIA ON ec dicks nee ea ee eat ly aids 70 37 
Rn by et RS i ae eae ae eae eae Te taccaliy ade aia asta aie ae rei, 80 61 
POV ecn eda Mubiv ies waters ss. «saan aman | EADGUTCY aac. G4 e Wee usu aes een ee | 70 37 
Leods and Grenville ..\...5. 020655 <<. WRIWICE Gace ie abs ean ey wa vies > 72 46 
” aA emma aes sastred< Be MUR rapa ia ete on outils cates 72 30 
Diener WNC AAdINGtON 560. cee v cae. See BOS Salto ants ede aie Fa tage enone 76 50 
Northumberland and Durham...... DU eher As ac stewie eae eis one eek Te 70 50 
Prescott and Russell............50.: EANinetitwtue cee cade ana c ron eeion | 72 57 
+ apr en reopen ores ae AM ee oat ee das dah soe hel ube ia 68 
RAUOOO INA WAT oy eget scien aav nt Kass dh eee 2 ee eg fa ee AEE te | 73 64 
SMO S of Re nite ee cassia uae « exes Sn gaya in Couey Koha lem ert ns Sas 72 69 
Fi) OE ah ie ws aim a a ieidigteo sa eia'e aw a Yate Gentleman: 5:20 icles enters eee lam 75 60 
WUMCETIOU. Gtow ss os Kas Vee cass ovis | cise | bie, Ws cae er Lo ewe pr tote 74 43 
Reed MRNA d gral Sag vets het bale aes DBDOUT BO are ans Oe oe Cade 72 56 
ARE AR her ee eee re POSINSE: Wn nite Been ody cease | 75 50 
RR LAREPLEIEY nc dat dicta ak oe Cec eere ate eins ie ee | 76 50 
BU WONUS o5' ssh canta she tas en ts SOO Lote aaia 29 We GRO on © eae en 72 60 
Ere etch ates slvie Vs Aha wed ELON We oe hk e toa ns rey eee Monger 82 68 
BRIDE THE ELDER. 
CouNTIES. 
Occupation of Age of Age of 
Bridegroom. Bridegroom. Bride. 

lS Oe ee aera ee Se ded Ss EG EES ica 
Feeseott and Russell... .........2: ROE... 'n 4 nancial AeA eek wale a | 56 | 70 
SL ITBLG c:.5,sculdviney ais ces ble iM, 5 bis bs ER eee we one | 19 | 64 
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The oldest man married during the year, according to this synopsis, was an octogen- 
arian of 86, who married a maiden of 19. They were wedded in the County of Halton. 
The united ages of the oldest couple reached 150 years, the bridegroom being 82 and 
the bride 68. The County of York claims this ancient pair. The youngest couple 
belonged to the County of Middlesex. Their united ages amounted to 32 years, or about 
one-fifth of the combined ages of the oldest couple. The age of the male, in this case, was 


17, and of the female 15 years. 
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NuMBER OF DEATHS. 


The total number of deaths registered in Ontario during the year 1879 was 17,958, 
of which 9,458 were males, and 8,500 females. There was consequently an increase over 
1878 of 150 deaths, viz., 100 males and 50 females. Allowing for increase of population, 
the death rate was about the same as in 1878, a little over 11 per 1,000 of population, or 
one death to every 90 persons living. 


It may here be observed that from the nine cities in the Province, the total returns 
shew a mortality of about 18 per 1,000 of estimated population. With the single excep- 
tion of Guelph, which reported only about 9 per 1,000, the returns from each of the 
cities are, it appears, as complete as can be expected. 


Again, from the county towns the total returns give a mortality of about 13 per 


1,000. 


It is clear, therefore, that the returns are much more complete from the more 
densely populated places. As has been before observed, there are probably two causes 
for this—first, the greater interest taken by the people in towns and cities in the subject 
of Vital Statistics, and, second, the proximity of the people to the Registrar. 


For Tables E and F, giving the Causes of Death, alphabetically arranged, and 
classified by Months, by Ages, and by Sex, also for the different counties, see Appendix, 
from page xxx. to Ixxy. 


AGES AT DEATH. 


The table shews that there was a still further decline in the proportion of deaths of 
persons under the age of one year; the proportion in 1879 being 22:1 per cent. ; 2 per cent. 
less than in 1877, and ‘8 per cent. less than in 1878. This is nearly 2 per cent. lower 
than in England, where the average is about 24 per cent. 

There was also a further decline in the proportion of deaths between the ages of 1 
and 5 years, the proportion being 2:3 per cent. less than in 1877, and 1-1 per cent. less 
than in 1878; it was also 1:4 per cent. less than in 1876. Hence it was more than 1 per 
cent. lower than in any one of the four years 1876-1879 inclusive. 

It appears evident then that a considerably smaller proportion died under the age of 
5 years in 1879 in the whole Province, than during any one of the past four years. 

If we examine the returns of deaths from the cities of the Province alone, we find a 
very much larger infantile death rate. The total number of deaths registered in the 
nine cities was 3,794; while the total number registered as dying under 1 year was 1,016. 
Thus considerably more than one-fourth of the deaths were of children under one year, or 
27°28 per cent. ' 

In some of the cities, however, this high rate was greatly exceeded, while in others 
the rate was lower than the average. 

The largest proportionate death rate of children under one year is shewn to have been 
in London, where it was 32:58 per cent. In Toronto it was 30.24. In Ottawa and 
Hamilton it was 27°3 and 27:8 per cent. respectively. In St. Catharines it was 24°3 per 
cent., and in Brantford 24 per cent. In Belleville it was 20.2 per cent. In Kingston 
it was only little over half the average, or 11°5 per cent., which was remarkably low. 
In Guelph it was 19 per cent. 

The infantile death rate in any locality is, as a rule, the most reliable index of its 
sanitary condition. I say as a rule, and it may be regarded as an invariable rule, unless 
an exception be made in case of epidemics of diseases, such as scarlet: fever and measles, 
which are more particularly prevalent and fatal amongst young children. But even in 
case such epidemics prevail, the death rate may be kept low by proper sanitary adminis- 
tration ; indeed, disease may be checked in its course entirely by wise precautions, 
such as isolation, disinfection, etc., so that with good sanitary conditions and supervision 
the death rate amongst the young should not in any place, or at any time, greatly exceed 
the average. 
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It is worthy of notice, and interesting to observe, that in 1879, between the ages of 5 
and 10, and also of 10 and 20, there was a marked decrease in the proportion of deaths 
below that of any one of the three-previous years, and that between the ages of 20 and 
30 the proportion was about the same, while after the age of 30 years there was 
a marked increase in the proportionate number of deaths in each of the decennial 
periods. 

That is, as the table shews, of those who died in 1879, a smaller proportion than in 
any one of the three previous years were under 20 years of age; while at ages above 
30 a larger proportion died than in any one of the three preceding years—1876 
‘to 1879. 

It should be observed that while the average proportion of deaths at and under 20 
years of age for the three previous years—1876-1878, inclusive—was 49°3 per cent., or 
nearly one-half of the total number of deaths, the proportion of persons dying at and 
under 20 years, in 1879, was only 44°8 per cent. 

In 1877 more than one-half, 51:4 per cent., of those who died were only 20 years of 
age or under. It is pleasing to observe then that 4:5 per cent. less died in 1879, under, or 
at the age of 20 years, than the average at these ages in the three preceding years. It is 
stated that in Norway only 25 per cent. die before the age of 20 years, as observed in 
my report of last year. 

The returns shew that 3,015 died after reaching the age of 70 years; and that 1,340 
of the decedents survived the age of 80 years ; while 269 survived 90 years. A 
much larger number exceeded 70 years in 1879 than in any of the three previous 
ears. 

The proportion of deaths amongst males to that amongst females in Ontario during 
the last five years, is shewn in the following table, as well as the proportion in some of the 
States of the American Union :— 


ONTARIO. 

In 1875 there were 4,941 male decedents to 4,909 females, or 100.8 males to 100 females. 

“a L876 i Oo F4G 4 8,877 109 ‘ 
“c 1877 cc 10,603 (74 66 9,450 6c 112 “ «“c 
wk oY ie: J 9.358 * _ 8,450 * 110 se “ 

Ae TR, es 9/455 Bs 8,500 as lil A ¥ 
The average for the 5 years shews that 110 males died to every 100 females. 

In 1875 there were 13,503 male births and 12,465 females,or 108 males to 100 females 
dag 7 3 19,733 “ fh 18,746 2 105 oy ‘ 
TATE ot 20,659 : 19,298 “ 107 s % 

“° 1878 6c 21,008 &“ 6“ 19,228 6c 109 6 6c 
rT STe 21,343 My “ 19,692 108 


RHODE ISLAND. 


Deaths in 1875, 2,108 males‘to 2,209 females, or 95.4 males to 100 females. 
ss 1876, 1,969 SAT VOL ET uf ob? s f 
af 1877, 2,132 i DLS " 92.0 « es 
2. 1878, 


Births in 1875, 3,362 males to 3,146 females, or 106.9 males to 100 females, 


we 1876, 3,291 Bite LEN ts i: 1083572 os 
4 1877, 3,163 9 DB DF2 ¥ LOR Ay ors a 
4 1878, 3,402 ‘S612 2 en or vA 
MASSACHUSETTS. 

Deaths in 1876, 16,485 males to 16,669 females, or 98.8 males to 100 females. 
1877, 15,427 ‘6 16 B04 ms 97:1 a ue 
‘“ 1878, 15,384 eth ah ef 95.6 2 Ae 
Births in 1876, 21,149 ct, 20,410". La LOS. 6 *% ui 
vg 1877, 21,466 sear 20,375 106.3 ae FS 
as 1878, 21,199 “© 20,022 ti 205.8 as es 
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DEATHS AT DIFFERENT AGES. 


The death rate under one year, from one to five, from five to ten, and in each decen- 
nial period thereafter for the years 1876, 1877, 1878 and 1879, is shewn in the following 


table :— 


1876. 1877. | 1878. 1879 
® | ® o ; o 
3 a 2 3 
een GH GH GH ue Ser 
te) ose LPS ° 
No. 9 No =. No. = No. =a) 
Sg og 5g 3. 
5 F 5 F 5 F 5 F 
a ow 4 : a 
| 
Total under one year ........... 3,844 21.4 4,704 24.1 3,963 22.9 | 3,869 22.1 
‘** from one year to five years.| 2,471 13.7, 2,841 14.6 2,321 16.41) 2,159 12.3 
Total under five years..| 6,315 35.1 | 7,541 38.7 6,284 36.3 | 6,028 34.4 
Petal from} to; 10vyears\s ti.) 4. 1,012 5.6 1,064 5.6 904 | 5.2 | it 4.4 
s TOSCO ON iri Weel ie 1,341 To 1,391 yen) 1,187 6.8 | 1,057 6.0 
ve OY Be ava ake T 1,696 9.5 1,687 8.6 1,623 9.4 | 1,622 9.4 
“ BOOTED: DMR? Sea at 1,316 7.4 1,310 6.7 1,201 7.0 1,205 6.8 
a ALTE OAC) Mascil ng RS eay HO abLO 6.2 1,444 D8 1,026 6.0 | Lil2 6.3 
vy oe eat: LM cae aera) Wied QS, 6.1 | 1,098 5.6 1,067 ag Eppa ia bel 6.6 
cs OUD Vet is Vira te. er ene 7.3 1,389 Gas | 1,276 7.4 1,486 85 
i Me CL ESOC alesis Oe aut 1,595 9.0 L572 8.1 1,551 9.0 1,675 9.6 
is SOU O08 “ 917 5.1 1,000 5.2 951 B.D 1,071 6.2 
. SO LOO east eerie te | 228 1.2 272 in 214 ve 269 L.5 
17,284 | 100.00 | 17,468 | 100.00 


pales 100.00 | 19,472 | 100.00 


QUARTERLY RETURN OF DEATHS. 


Per cent. 
Males. Females. Total. of the whole. 
Quarterending March Sistv 20040 oie. 2615 2412 5027 28.0 
Sf . June SO0th. Ayk Sele ten Se OU 2142 4502 Des 
" a September 30th.......... 2290 1947 4237 23.6 
Ke 4: December Blstz ae ke ee 2193 1999 4] 92 23.3 
9458 8500 17958 100.00 


Montuity Return or Deatus, in Roration AccorpinG To NUMBERS. 


Males. Females. Total. 
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NuMBER OF DEATHS AT VARIOUS PERIODS OF THE YEAR. 


During the first quarter of the year 1879, 525 more deaths were registered than 
during the next quarter, and also a greater mortality than during any other quarter of 
the year. The next largest number was registered during the second quarter, or 265 
more than during the third quarter ; while 45 more died during the third than during 
the last quarter. 835, or about 20 per cent., more deaths were registered, therefore, 
during the first quarter of the year than during the last quarter. It more frequently 
occurs that the death rate in the third quarter is either greater than in any other quarter, 
or that it is greater than any except the first quarter ; 2.e., it is either first or second in 
the list. In 1878 it was first ; the greatest number dying in it. 


According to the returns, 1,100 persons more died during the first half of 1879 than 
during the second half. In 1878, 121 less died during the first half of the year than 
during the second half. This is largely owing to the mortality in July and August of 
1879 being comparatively low. 


In 1879, the largest number of deaths was recorded in the month of March, 
and the smallest number in the month of October, while in the preceding year, 1878, 
the largest number was recorded in August, and the second largest in March—the 
smallest number was in December. April’s record comes next to that of March in 1879, 
as it did in 1878, and is nearly 100 less. 


As shewing the much greater mortality in March than in October, of 1879, 534, or 
41 per cent., more deaths were recorded in the former than in the latter month. 


THe DeatH WAVE IN 1879. 


In tracing the rises and falls in the mortality from month to month during the year 
1879, commencing with January, we find there are in that month 1,589 deaths recorded, 
or nearly 300 more than during the month of December, 1878. The mortality rises 
still higher in February, and though only 19 more deaths are recorded in this month than 
in January (February is a short month), the mortality is at the rate of about 6 per 
cent., or over, greater than in January. In March it increases at about the same ratio, 
and 1,830 deaths are recorded in this month, or 222 more than in the short month of 
February. The mortality has now reached its highest point in the year. In April it 
falls to about the same proportion that it had shewn in February. In May it drops 
rapidly, by over 300, or 17 per cent. less than in April—from 1736 to 1434. In June 
there is a further fall, but much less marked, and 102, or about 6 per cent., less die than 
in May. In July there is an apparent slight rise again, 38 more deaths being recorded in 
this month than in June ; but as July is one day longer than June the actual mortality 
of the month is hardly so great as that of June. In August the mortality rises in a 
marked degree, and 158 more deaths are recorded than in the month of July. In Sep- 
tember there is a marked fall again, and nearly 200 less deaths are recorded in it than in 
August. In October the mortality falls still lower, though not in so great a degree, and 
reaches its lowest point in the year. In November there is a rise again, and 94 more 
deaths are recorded than in October, while there is about the same increase also in the 
mortality in December. 


The death wave then, in°January, 1879, rises rapidly from the low point of the 
previous December (1878), and swells up through February and March at about the 
same rate each month, and reaches in March a point which is over 41 per cent. higher 
than the point of the wave in the previous December. In April it subsides a good 
deal, while in May it sinks about three times as rapidly, and falling in June at 
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about the same rate that it did in April, it reaches its first low point in this month, 
and keeps at about the same level in July. In August it swells a good deal again, but 
sinks in September to about the level of July, and in October still a little further, 
reaching its second low point. In November it swells again rapidly, and also at 
about the same rate in December, when it is not much lower than it is in the previous 
January. 


The death wave, therefore, this year/(1879), as usual, presents two high points and 
two low points; but the wave differs much from that of 1878. Though the two high 
points were reached, as in 1878, one in the cold, wet weather in March, and one in the 
hot, dry weather in August, the highest point in 1879 was in March, instead of in 
August, as in 1878. Again, the high point in March, 1879, is about 6 per cent. higher 
than the high point in August, 1878, while the second high point, in August, 1879, is 
about 8 per cent. lower than the high point in March, 1878. The high point in March, 
1879, is 11 per cent. higher than the high point in March, 1878 ; while the high point in 
August, 1879, is 13 per cent. Jower than the high point in August, 1878. 


mitt2The second high point in the death wave in August, 1879, is not nearly so high 
as the high point in March, there being 302 more deaths recorded in March than in 
August, while the difference in the height of the two highest points in 1878 was not 
nearly so great as this; only about one-fourth as great as the difference between the two 
highest points in 1879; 2.¢., the difference between the two highest points in 1879 is 
three times as great as the difference between the two highest points in 1878. 


The two low points in 1879 were, one in June and July, and the other in October, 
and they shewed almost precisely the same rate of mortality as the two low points in 
1878; though in this last year they occurred in June and December. 


As may be inferred from the above, the mortality in March, 1879, was, according 
to the returns, unusually high. Many more died of consumption in this month than 
in any other month in the year, or in any month in the three previous years. From 
pneumonia nearly twice as many died as in March, 1878. Heart disease appears to have 
been particularly fatal in March of the year under consideration. More than twice as 
many died from this cause in that month as in March, 1878, and 50 per cent. more than 
in March, 1877. |More died of apoplexy than in March, 1878, or March, 1877. Con- 
gestion of the lungs and bronchitis also caused many deaths in March, 1879. 


The greater ascending sweep in the death wave in 1879 was between January and 
March; and the greater descending sweep, and a long one it was, was between March and 
June and July. . The lesser ascending sweep—a short, steep one—was between July and 
August; and the lesser descending sweep was between August and October. 


CausEs OF THE Twa HicuH Points IN THE DEATH WAVE. 


It is deemed advisable to repeat the words of the Annual Report for the previous 
year, 1878, in reference to the causes of the two high points in the death wave. 


“Tn the cold weather of winter, or more especially in this country, in the damp, cold, 
windy weather in the latter part of winter and early spring, there is a tendency to sick- 
ness and death through the organs of respiration ; inflammation and congestion of the 
lungs, bronchitis and pleurisy being the affections most prevalent at this season of the 
year. In the warm weather of summer the tendency to sickness and death is through 
the digestive organs; diarrhea, cholera infantum, and, later, dysentery, being the diseases 
which are especially prevalent and fatal during this season. 
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‘“‘In winter a fall of mean temperature below the average increases the sickness and 
mortality from affections of the chest. In summer a rise of mean temperature above the 
average increases the number of cases of death from abdominal affections. 


““ Regarding the winter or spring high death point, it is important to observe that it is 
not the first cold weather in autumn or early winter that gives rise to the great increase 
in the mortality, but it is that at the end of the winter, after the severe cold is past. 
Why is this? It cannot be doubted that, though the cold at this later period is accom- 
panied by winds and greater humidity of the atmosphere, those who then ‘to death suc- 
cumb’ have been, during the winter, exposed to some pre-disposing causes of lung dis- 
eases—to causes which have made them readily susceptible and prone to these affections. 
The most eminent authoritiés have brought forward convincing evidence that the re- 
breathing of breathed air in unventilated rooms is a common and constant cause of diseases 
of the lungs and air passages. Here, then, doubtless we have the chief factor, the princi- 
pal cause, of the high March death-rate from diseases of the organs of the chest : exposure 
during the winter to impure air in close, unventilated rooms... Other causes, to be sure, 
help to swell up the wave of death at this period. There will be found a few in this 
country badly housed and fed during the winter, and cold and hunger combine with the 
- foul air to predispose to these fatal diseases, manifested with the chills of spring ; others 
are inactive and spend much of their time in cramped positions with contracted lungs, and 
these organs then much more readily take on congestions and inflammations on exposure 
to cold damp air. 


“In reference to the summer high death point, it may be said that the warmer the 
atmosphere the more rapid the generation of malaria, and the development and growth 
of all sorts of disease germs, moulds, mildews, etc., etc.; and the greater the insanitary 
conditions, 2.¢., the more we allow ourselves to be surrounded with excremental or waste 
organic matter of any sort, the more abundant the development and growth of those 
causes of disease. Indeed, without the presence of decomposing organic matter, as on the 
surface of the ground or in the soil, there cannot be any development of such causes. 
These effluvia and the microscopic germs or seeds of these minute vegetable growths, 
moulds, mildews, etc., pervade the air, and attach themselves to the foods we eat, and are 
absorbed by the drinks we use; especially are they absorbed by milk, the universal food 
of the young. They take root and grow upon fruits, and indeed more or less upon all 
sorts of alimentary substances. And not only are they, hence, taken into the body with 
the food we eat, but they are drawn into the lungs and blood with the air we breathe. In 
the body they interfere greatly with healthy nutrition, and give rise to general debility 
and intestinal diseases; the more readily and more severely affecting those who had 
passed the previous winter housed’in unventilated apartments, but who, with perhaps 
better developed lungs than digestive organs, escaped the effects of, or lived through, the 
cold damp blasts of March. 


“There is abundant evidence on record in proof of the above. Indeed the facts are 
well recognized. But it must be observed, and should ever be borne in mind, that it is 
not the weather, per se, that is responsible for the high rate of mortality at these particular 


periods. 


‘Furthermore, a useful and practical lesson may be deduced from our knowledge in 
reference to these high points in the death wave. 


“Tt is more than probable, it is certain, that, with better ventilation in dwellings, 
schools, etc., and more outdoor life and exercise during the winter, and with more perfect 
sanitary surroundings, more perfect cleanliness, by the removal and proper disposal of all 
waste, excremental matters in cities, towns, villages, and even around farm-houses, whereby 
the air, water and food are rendered purer during the summer, the two high points in the 
death wave might be lowered in a marked degree. And it is further probable that much 
might be done in this direction by individual and united public health efforts.” 
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Ten highest causes of death, with their percentage of the whole number of Deaths from 
specified causes for the years 1877, 1878 and 1879. 
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CERTIFIED CAUSES OF DEATH. 


There is a manifest improvement in 1879 in the nature of the certified causes of 
death, especially as regards children. A much smaller number is classed under the 
head of Infantile Debility. There are not nearly so many under the head of Old Age. 
Both of those causes are highly unsatisfactory. There are too many by far under these 
heads still ; and I must continue to urge upon physicians the great desirability of being 
as explicit as possible in regard to this point, as it is most desirable to have correct 
causes of death given, alike in the interest of the Science of Medicine, especially preven- 
tive medicine, and in the interest of the public ger erally. 


Ten HicguHest CAUSES OF DEATH. 


in looking over the ten hignest causes of death in 1879, I do not find much change 
from the previous year. Typhoid fever is the only disease in the list of 1878 which is 
not in that of 1879, but Dropsy, as it were, takes its place. Consumption and Old Age 
come first on the list, as they have done for many years. Infantile Debility is third on 
the list, as it has been for the last three years. Pneumonia (Inflammation of the Lungs) 
has crept up to be fourth on the list, and taken the place of Diphtheria, which is now 
sixth on the list. Heart disease is one place higher than last year. 
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PuTuisis (CONSUMPTION). 


The returns in 1878 shewed a slight increase in the proportion of deaths from Con- 
sumption, over 1877, and 1879 shews a still further increase over 1878. But the number 


returned in proportion to the total number of deaths was not so great in 1879 asin 
1876. 


_ The distressingly large number of 301 more females than males fell victims to this 
disease in this Province in 1879; or 34 per cent. more, viz., 1183 females and 882 males. 


And between the ages of 10 and 50, the proportion of female to male deaths was 
even greater, 950 females having died between these ages, against 600 males. 


We have, doubtless, then in Ontario at least 50 per cent. more females than males 
dying from consumption between the ages of 13 and 45, or during the period of maternity. 


We may pause to ask, what will be the effect of this on heredity—on coming 
generations? ‘The disease is doubtless transmitted from parent to offspring—so, at least, 
say our best medical authorities. 


Between the ages of 10 and 15, more than three times as many females died of this 
disease, viz., 10 males and 32 females. 


Between 15 and 20, 125 per cent. more females than males died of it, viz., 61 males 
and 138 females. 


Between the ages of 10 and 20, about 140 per cent. more females than males died of 
consumption, viz., 71 males and 170 females. 


Between the ages of 20 and 30, about 60 per cent. more females than males died of 
the disease. 


Between the ages of 30 and 40, 35 per cent. more females died of it ; and between 
40 and 50 years, 26 per cent. more. 


After the age of 50, probably after the age of 47 or 48, and in infancy, more males 
died of consumption than females. 


In almost every country it is found that many more females than males die of this 
dread disease, though the difference is not usually so great as the returns in this Province 
shew it to be here. 


It is not possible to conceive of any natural cause for a so much greater mortality 
amongst females than males from consumption. If only 882 males die of the disease, why 
should 1183 females die of it? This is a pertinent question, to which an answer should 
be found. 


Doubtless one principal cause is the more general confinement of women in-doors, 
in unventilated. rooms, depriving them of pure air; another, the drudgery of house- 
hold duties—overwork—during the period of child-bearing ; and yet another, the irra- 
tional education and training of young girls ; all of which causes were referred to in last 
year’s Report. 

The largest number by far of males, as well as of females, died of consumption 
between the ages of 20 and 30; 7@¢., a much larger number than during any other decen- 
nial period of life. The next largest number of both males and females died in the next 
decennial period—between 30 and 40; and the next largest between 40 and 50, of both 
males and females ; while the next largest again, amongst males, is between 60 and 70; 
amongst females it is between 15 and 20. 

In every month more females than males died of the disease, except in March and 
May, whena few more males than females died of it. In 1878, more females than males 
died of it every month. 

Many of both sexes die of consumption every month. A smaller number died of it 
in July than any other month in 1879. In 1878, the month giving the lowest mortality 
from this disease was September ; in 1877 it was June. The month shewing the greatest 
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mortality in 1879 was March, giving 32 more than April, the next in order. In 1878, 
too, the most fatal month was March, and the next April; while in 1877 the most fatal 
was April and the next March. 


Of the 5 months July to November, inclusive, of 1879, the average number of deaths 
per month from this disease was 144 ; while of the 7 months December to June, inclusive, 
the average number per month was 192. In 1878, the average of the 5 months July 
to November, was 153 ; and the average of the 7 months December to June was 176. 
In 1877, the average of the same 5 months was 163; and of the 7 months, 191. The 
returns shew, therefore, that in 1879 the mortality from consumption during the 7 winter 
and spring months, was 33.3 per cent. greater than the mortality during the 5 summer 
and autumn months. In 1378, the difference in the mortality between these two periods 
of the year was only 15 per cent.; and in 1877, 17 per cent. 


The above corresponds with the low point in the general death wave in August, 
and the high point in March, 1879. 


It would be interesting, and doubtless profitable to investigate the causes of the dif- 
ference in the mortality from consumption, in the different counties of Ontario. 


Of the total number of deaths recorded in the whole Province in 1879, 11.5 per cent., 
as above stated, were from consumption. But some counties returned a proportion very 
much greater than this, and others a proportion very much less. 


In the county of Brant in 1879, the returns shewed that the proportion of deaths 
from consumption was a little less than the average of the whole Province; or 11 per 
cent. of the totals from the county. The proportion had been considerably higher for the 
3 previous years, 1876-77-78, viz., 14.5 per cent., 16 per cent., and 14 per cent., re- 
spectively; giving a per centage for the 4 years of about 3 per cent. above the average 
of the Province for the four years. 


Haldimand has likewise given a high death rate from consumption during the 4 years, 
1876 to 1879, inclusive—16, 15, 15, and 16 per cent., respectively ; or about 4.5 per cent. 
above the average of the whole Province for the 4 years. 


Hastings in the four years, respectively, gave 17, 13, 16, and 15 per cent. ; or 2 per 
cent. above the average of the totals from the Province. 


The united counties of Leeds and Grenville have returned a very high mortality from 
consumption during the 4 past years above mentioned, 1874-1879, viz., 18,16, 17, and 17 
per cent. ; or about 6.5 per cent. above the average. 


Lennox and Addington have also returned a high rate of mortality from this disease, 
or 4 per cent. above the average. 


In Prince Edward county the mortality from consumption in 1879 is quite startling, 
viz., 21 per cent, 4 per cent. higher than in any other county. During the 3 previous 
years, 1876, 77, 78, it had been 17, 16 and 18, respectively, thus giving an average per 
centage for the 4 years of about 18 per cent., or more than 7 per cent. above the average. 


The lowest death rate from this disease, was, according to the returns, in Muskoka 
and Parry Sound, In these districts it was only, for the 4 years, 1876 to 1879, 6, 6, 5 
and 6 per cent. respectively, of the total number of deaths returned. 


In the County of Grey it was almost as low, and in the Counties of Kent and 
Huron it was considerably below the average ; as it was also in Prescott and Russell, and 
in Peterborough. 


The returns from the cities and principal towns, 20 in number, give a mortality from 
consumption about one per cent. below the average of the Province. 


As wetness of soil is unquestionably an important factor in causing consumption, 
the difference in the mortality from this disease in various counties may be to a certain 
extent traced to it, one part of the country, for instance, being better served by natural 
drainage than another. Again, more and more evidence is being brought forward every 


year by eminent experimental pathologists to prove that consumption is a contagious 
disease. 
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Considerable evidence of this character has accumulated during the past year. It 
has been shewn that the disease may readily be communicated by one animal to another ; 
that it is highly probable it is often communicated from animals—as milch cows—to 
man, and that it is probable it may be communicated from person to person. 

If it is thus contagious, the difference in mortality in different counties may be still 
further accounted for in this way. It may, as it were, become in some localities almost 
epidemical. 


OLD AGE. 


For the fourth year in succession, Old Age, so recorded, again comes next or second 
on the list of the ten highest causes of death in the Province in 1879. 

Over 9 per cent. of the total deaths registered in Ontario are recorded against “ old 
age,” and occur at 70 odd years. 

In England, the proportion is only 5 per cent.; in Rhode Island less than 6 ; in Ohio, 
less than 5 ; and in Michigan less than 4 per cent. 

In Ontario, in-1871, when the statistical returns were but very imperfect, or about 
half as complete as at present, the proportion returned as dying from old age was only 4.5 ; 
and in 1872 about 5 per cent. 

And furthermore, as shewing that more correct diagnosis prevails in the cities and 
large towns than in the country, in regard to this, or that more care is exercised in the 
cities and towns in certifying to the causes of death of those advanced in life, we find 
that while the average age at death in the cities and towns is not much below that in the 
whole Province, in the total returns from the cities and eleven principal towns in On- 
tario only 4.5 per cent., instead of 9 per cent., as from the whole Province, were certified 
as dying from old age ; 2.¢., only about half as many, proportionately, were so recorded in 
the towns and cities as in the whole Province. 

The cause of so many deaths being classed under this head, in the country especially, 
is doubtless largely owing to want of thought, or appreciation of the value of the true 
cause of death being given. It is necessary to repeat what has been said in 
former reports, that it is most desirable that physicians, in certifying to the cause of 
the deaths in advanced life, as well as indeed in all instances, should give the nature of 
the particular lesion or diseased state which, along with advanced life, in many of 
these cases, is the direct cause of dissolution. It should be borne in mind that it is as 
necessary to know the immediate cause of the death of those of advanced age, or over 60 
or 70, as of the young. 


‘ 


INFANTILE DEBILITY. 


Under the too indefinite heading of Infantile Debility 955 deaths were recorded in 
1879; but it is pleasing to observe there were not so many cases returned last year as in 
1878, when there were 1,100, or 15.1 per cent. more. It would, doubtless, in most 
instances, not be difficult to recognize the cause of this debility, and certify to it, if medical 
men would but give the matter sufficient attention. It is to be hoped that there will be 
a still further improvement in this respect next year. 

Every month gives 50 to 100 of these cases ; and strange to say, 101 were over one 
year old. 


PNEUMONIA. 


Pneumonia (inflammation of the lungs) comes fourth on the list of the ten highest 
causes of death in 1879. Were the cause of death of many of those recorded under 
the heads of old age and infantile debility correctly given, pneumonia would doubtless be 
second on the list instead of fourth. 

In 1874, pneumonia was next to consumption, or second on the list of ten. It is 
usually third or fourth on the list. However, not half so many die of it as of con- 
sumption. 
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Of the 943 who died of this disease, 538 were males and 405 were females ; or 
nearly 33 per cent. more males than females. More males than females died of it in 
every month in the year; and, unlike consumption, it destroys usually more males than 
females at every age. 

The largest number dying in any one month, 157, or one-sixth of the whole, died in 
March ; and the smallest number, 21, in August. 

This shews how far this disease helped to swell the high total death wave in 
March, 1879, and to keep down the usual high point in August. In 1878, the month 
most fatal for this disease was April, when 99 died of it; and the least fatal month was 
July, when 43 succumbed to it. In 1877 the returns were similar in this respect to 
1879 ; March recording 177 deaths and August 25. 

In that year it was in March that the death wave reached its highest point ; while 
the highest point in the wave in 1878, was in August. 

The returns usually shew (viewing those for several years) a gradual and steady 
increase from month to month in the number of deaths from pneumonia, from July or 
August up to March or April of the following year, and then a gradual and steady 
decrease to July or August, excepting that the increase is often more rapid or sudden in 
January. 

As regards the ages at which most patients die of this disease, the largest number is 
recorded in 1879, as being under 1 year, viz., 221; and the next largest, 140, between 1 
and 5 years. The next largest number, 99, is between 60 and 70 vears of age ; and the 
next 86, between 50 and 60. Only 50 died of the disease between the ages of 10 and 
20; while between the ages of 5 and 15, only 40 died of it. 

But, in considering the above figures, it is necessary to bear in mind and consider 
the numbers which die from all causes at these ages. 

The total number of deaths under 1 year, from all causes, was, in 1879, 3869; 22, 
of these, or 5.7 per cent., 1 in 17.5, died from pneumonia. Between the ages of 60 and 
70, 1486 died from all causes, ea 99 of these, or 6.6 per cent., 1 in 15, died from 
pheumonia. 

Again, between the ages of 10 and 20, 1057 Tesi from all causes, and 50, or 4.7 per 
cent, fain pneumonia, 

The period of life most free from this disease appears to be that between the ages 
of 5 and 10, when only 2.8 per cent. of the totals died of it; and the most fatal period 
is that between the ages of 50 and 60, when 7.4 per cent. died of it. 


HEART DISEASE. 


Under this head, 784 deaths were recorded in 1879, as against 621 in 1878, or 26 
per cent. more. 

Of the whole number of deaths in 1879 from specified causes, 4.6 per cent. were 
from heart disease. In 1878 and 1877, the proportion in each year was 3.6 per cent. 

Of this disease, 416 males and 368 females died in 1879. In 1878 more 
females than males died of heart disease. Under 10 years of age, 20 males and 14 
females died of it in 1879. Between 10 and 60, on the other hand, 164 males and 201 
females died of the disease. While of those over 60, again, whose ages were given (only 
a few were not given), 209 were males and 138 females. 

Many die of heart disease of one kind or another at all seasons of the year, though 
more die usually during cold than during warm weather. In 1879, however, March was 
a particularly fatal month for this disease, when 102 died of it. The largest number 
dying in any one month in 1878 was 63, in May ; and the largest number in any month 
in 1877 was 78, in January. July was the least fatal month in 1879, 40 dying in it. 

As to the most fatal period of life, few comparatively die of heart disease under 20 
years of age. In 1879, ¥7 in all died at ages under 20; 34 under 10 years, and 43 
between 10 and 20. Between 20 and 30, 59 died of it; ; and between 30 and 40, 65 died. 
In the next four decennial periods, from “40 to 80, there died in each period respectively, 
87, 111, 148, and 159, so that in each decane period of life up to 80 a gradually 
increasing number died of this disease, 
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The increased frequency of deaths from heart disease, as age increases, seems still 
more marked when the number of deaths from this disease in each decennial period is 
compared with the total number of deaths from all causes in that period. 

Thus, in Ontario, in 1879, 7,862 died under 20 from all causes, and 77 of these were 
from heart disease ; or one death from heart disease in every 102 from all causes. Between 
20 and 30 years of age, 1,622 died from all causes, and 59, or one in*27.5, from heart 
disease. In the next decade, 30 to 40 years of age, one died from heart disease i in every 
18.5 from all causes ; and in ‘the next four decades, 40 to 80, one died from this cause in | 
every 13, 10.7, 10, and 10.5 respectively. 

Much the largest proportion then died of heart disease between the ages of 50 and 
80, in Ontario, in “1879. ; 

The most critical decennial period, however, of life is ; shewn to be between the ages 
of 60 and 70 years. This was shewn also by the returns of 1877, and, in a marked 
degree, by those of 1878. 

Heart disease seems, from the returns, to be less common or fatal in the cities than 
in the country. The percentage of deaths, in proportion to the totals, in the 20 largest 
cities or towns in Ontario, was somewhat (0.4 per cent.) below that of the whole Province, 
viz., 4.2 per cent. In Toronto, the proportion was exactly 4 per cent; in Hamilton, 
Ottawa, and London, it was less than 4 per cent.; the proportion for the whole Province 
being 4,6 per cent, , 


DIPHTHERIA. 


There was happily a large decrease in the number of deaths from diphtheria in 1879, 
as compared with 1878, or, indeed, with 1877 and 1876 also. There were recorded for 
each of the four years, 1876 and 1879 (inclusive), respectively, 864, 964, 986, and 574 
deaths from this disease. So that while there had been a large increase from year to year 
for the three previous years, there was last year a marked decrease. It was only in 1876 
that the disease was first sufficiently prevalent and fatal in Ontario to have a place in the 
list of the ten highest causes of death. 

The returns for 1879, as well as those for the two previous years, shew that the 
disease is much more common or fatal in rural than in urban districts. This appears, to 
be the experience in other countries also. In Ontario, in 1879, in the 20 cities and large 
towns, collectively, the returns shewed one death from diphtheria in every 43 deaths from 
all causes, while in the rest of the Province there was one death from this disease in 
every 28 from all causes. This notwithstanding that in some of the towns the disease 
seems to have been epidemic, and in them the mortality was much greater. 

The disease is regarded as eminently a filth disease, and if not arising solely from 
insanitary conditions, is at least more readily spread and more fatal in such conditions. 

In Chatham, there were 5 deaths from diphtheria in a total of 97 deaths, or 1 in less 
than 20 from all causes; in Brantford, 1 from diphtheria in 24 from all causes; in — 
Hamilton, 1 in 25; in Belleville, where the ravages of the disease appear to have been the 
most severely felt, 1 died in every 16 from all causes. ; 

In Toronto, 1 died of diphtheria in every 42 from all causes ; in Ottawa, | in 68 ; 
in Kingston, only 2 deaths were recorded from this disease; in St. Catharines and 
Guelph, 3 each ; and in London, none. 

No deaths from diphtheria are returned from Algoma, Lennox and Addington, or 
Thunder Bay. Muskoka District and Ontario € Younty each return only 2; Renfrew and 
Victoria, 3 each. A few counties return 4, 5, and 6. Huron returns 32, and Prescott 
and Russell, 42. 

The month in which the smallest number died of this disease in 1879 was July, 
when 20 were recorded. In December, the largest number, 76, was recorded. November 
and January were nearly as fatal as December. 

Of the 574 who died of diphtheria, 283, or nearly one half, died at ages under 5 
years ; 35 of these were under 1 year; 184 died between 5 and 10 years of age; 5D 
between 10 and 15 ; 17 between 15 and 20; and only 18 in all older than 20 years. So 
that ages between 1 and 10 are by far the most critical as regards this disease. 
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CONVULSIONS. ; 

During the year, 445 deaths were registered as caused by convulsions—9 less than in 
1878. Of these, 250 were males and 195 females; 319 were under 1 year, and 94 
between | and 5 years. 

Besides these, 66 were registered during the year as caused by epilepsy ; that is, 
doubtless, epileptic convulsions, 

Of the 445 deaths under the head of convulsions, 10 occurred between the ages of 5 
and 10 years; 10 more between 10 and 20 years; and only 9 after the age of 20. Of 
the 66 registered as due to epilepsy, only 16 were under 20 years of age. 


DROPSY. 


Dropsy comes eighth in the list of the highest causes of death in 1879, and with a 
record of 400 victims. It had not been in the list since 1876, when it was tenth, 
with a record of 381. 184 of the 400 in 1879 were males, and 216 females. They 
were remarkably evenly distributed in each month; 30 odd being recorded in nearly 
every month. 

Of the 400, 27 were under 5 years of age, and 25 were between 5 and 20 years ; 
the remainder—348 being over 20; 252 were over 50 years of age ; 66 were between 60 
and 70; and 102 between 70 and 80. 

Besides these 400, 7 others (of females) were returned as ovarian dropsy, between 20 
and seventy years of age. Only four were so returned in 1878. 


ENTERITIS. 


Inflammation of the lining membrane of the intestines (enteritis), in 1879, according 
to the returns, destroyed the lives of 393 persons—222 males and 171 females. Of these 
94 were less than | year old, and 40 were between 1 and 5 years. In 1878, 417 deaths 
were returved from this cause ; and in 1877 there were 497 so returned. 


DIARRHA. 


A smaller number of deaths from diarrhea, the tenth on the list, was recorded in 
1879 than in any year since 1874, and a smaller number in proportion to the totals than 
jn any year since registration commenced. 


In- 1877, 666 deaths were recorded under this head; in 1878, 401, and last year 
(1879) 340. 


Of the 340, 180 were males and 160 females. 213 were less than 1 year old, and 
52 were between 1 and 5. Only 2 were between 5 and 10 years, and only 23 between 5 
and 60 years ; 47 were over 60 years of age. 


Few, comparatively, therefore, die of this disease during middle life. It is, indeed, 
a disease of infancy and old age. 


It is an ailment, too, peculiar to warm weather ; 252, or about three-fourths of the 
340 died during July, August, and September, 120 dying in August alone. Those who 
died of the disease in childhood, probably all, or nearly all, died in the warm season. 
Only 37, in all, died of it during the six winter and spring months—December to May, 
inclusive. 


It is worthy of note that while in the cities and large towns (20 in number), in every 
32 deaths from all causes, one was from diarrhcea, while in the rest of the Province, only 
1 died of it in every 69 from all causes. 


In Toronto alone, there were 70 deaths returned as from diarrhcea; or about 1 in 
every 20 from all causes. In the town of Windsor, the proportion was somewhat greater 
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‘than in Toronto, 5 deaths from it in a total of 94 deaths from all causes, or 1 in less than 
19. In Hamilton, 1 in every 27 died of the disease. In these three places, the mortality 
was much greater from it than in any of the other cities or towns. 


TYPHOID FEVER. 


There was a falling off in the number of deaths from typhoid fever in 1879, the 
number being considerably smaller than in either of the four previous years. The four 
years—1876 to ’79—returned, respectively,-436, 477, 379, and 308. 

Of the 308 deaths in 1879, 168 were of males and 140 of females ; 90 were between 
the ages of 20 and 30 years, 41 were between the ages of 15 and 20, 38 between 30 and 40, 
and 22 between 10 and 15. 169, therefore, or much over one-half, died at ages between 
15 and 40. It is, therefore, peculiarly a disease of the prime of life. 

As usual, the fever was most prevalent or fatal in the autumn months; 55 died in 
October, and only 12 in July. | . 

While the difference between the proportion of deaths from typhoid in’ the cities 
and towns, collectively, and the rural districts was almost inappreciable in 1879, the 
disease appears to have been almost epidemic in Toronto, Hamilton, St. Catharines and 
Lindsay. In the 20 cities and large towns the percentage of deaths from typhoid fever 
was 1 in 58 from all causes, but the percentage in Hamilton was 1 in 40; in Toronto | in 
39; in St. Catharines 1 in 32; in Lindsay 1 in 13. 


SCARLET FEVER, 


Only 259 deaths were registered as from scarlet fever in 1879; while there were 
368 deaths from it in 1878; and in 1877, 717 deaths. The disease appears, therefore, 
to be on the decline, on the whole, throughout the Province, though in Hamilton 
and Belleville it appears to have been very prevalent and fatal. 40 of the 259 deaths, or 
nearly one-sixth occurred in Hamilton, and 37 in Belleville. There were 9 in London 
and only 5 in Toronto. 24 were under | year of age; 146 were between | and 5 years; 
55 were between 5 and 10 years; and 10 were between 10 and 15 years. 235, therefore, 
of the 259 were under 15 years of age. Scarlet fever is much more prevalent in the 
colder seasons. 


MEASLES. 


The unusually large number of 67 deaths was caused by measles in 1879. In 1878 
there were only 5 deaths registered from this disease, though in 1877 there were 29 
deaths from it. | 

Of the 67 deaths, 11 were of those under 1 year of age; 33 were between | and 5 
years; and 11 were between 5 and 10 years; 1 was.over 40 years of age. 


SMALL POX. 


The large number of 195 deaths was caused by small pox in this Province in 
1879; 103 males and 92 females. In 1878 there were only 36 deaths, and in 1877, 45 
deaths from variola. Nearly one-half of the 195, 93, were under 5 years of age. 72 
of these were between 1 and 5 years, and 33 were between 5 and 10. Nearly two-thirds 
of the 195, viz., 127, were returned from the County of Carleton, and 68 from Ottawa City 

ealone. The County of Hastings and the County of Kent each returned 11] deaths from 
small-pox. Middlesex County returned 3; Oxford, 6; Perth, 4; Prescott and Russell, 
14; and York, 5. Brant returns 8; Essex, 2; and 4 other counties return 1 each. This 
contagion has been confined, therefore, it appears, chiefly or wholly to these counties. 


Ad 


OTHER DISEASES. 


There were about the average number of deaths from Cancer, Croup, Bronchitis, the 
various Brain Diseases and Accidents; and there is nothing special in relation to ae 
which demands notice here. 


For Table G, Deaths by Ages, see Appendix Page lxxvi. 


Table shewing the Average Age at Death of Males and Females in the whole Province 
and in the Cities in 1879. 
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Percentage of the Deaths under One Year to the whole number of Deaths in the 
Cities of Ontario, 1879. 
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Average age at Death of Males and Females 
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in the Counties of Ontario, for the year 1879. 


OnE YEAR. 


Total No. of Decedents. 
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Average Age at Death. 


DEDUCTING ALL WHO DIED UNDER ONE YEAR. 


Average Age at Death. 
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No. of Female Decedents. 


Average Age at Death. 
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The average age of all who died in 1879 was 31.8 years; of males 32.2 years, of 
females 31.4. In 1878 the average was, for the whole, 29.78 years ; males 30.09 years, and 
females 29.48 years, so that the duration of life was somewhat greater in 1879. 


Deducting all who died under one year from the total number of deaths for 1879, 
we find the average age of the remainder to be 41.3 years ; for males 41.8 years, and 
females 40.7 years. This gives an increase in the average length of life of 9.5 years for 
the whole ; 9.6 years for the males, and 9.3 years for females. | 


It will be seen then that the extremely large number dying under one year very 
seriously affects the average age of the whole at death. 


The number of deaths under one year, in 1879, in Toronto, was 431, or 30 per cent. 
of the whole number of deaths registered in that city. 


In Hamilton the number was 180, or 27 per cent.; and in Ottawa 112, or 27 per 
cent. 


There were 1651 more male than female births; but the deaths amongst males ex- 
ceeded those amongst females by 958. The greatest difference between the number of deaths 
of males and of females appears to have been amongst those under one year of age—2204 
males and 1665 females dying at this period of life ; a difference of 539 or 32.3 per cent. 
Last year the numbers were 2210 males and 1753 females, a difference of 457, or 26 per 
cent. ‘T'his excess in the mortality of males over that of females continues between 1 and 
10 years of age, but not to so great an extent, there being 1528 males and 1408 females, 
or a difference of 120, or 8.5 per cent. Between the ages of 10 and 20, however, more 
females than males die; the figures standing 471 males and 586 females, an excess in the 
mortality of females of 115, or 24.4 per cent. The next decennial period of life is also 
more fatal to females than to males: 920 females died to 702 males—218, or 31 per cent. 
more. 


The mortality of females is not so great in proportion between the ages of 30 and 
40, the numbers being 668 females to 537 males, or an excess of 131, or 24.3 per cent. 
In the next decennial period, from 40 to 50, the mortality of females is sti!l in excess of 
males, though very slightly, being 563 females to 549 males, 14 more, or 2.5 per cent. 


In the next decade, from 50 to 60, the record shews that more males than females 
died—643 males to 523 females, a difference of 120, or 22.9 per cent. Between the 
ages of 60 and 70 years the difference between the mortality of males and that of females 
is greater than in the previous decade, the number being 854 males to 632 females, an 
excess in the deaths of males of 222, or 35.1 per cent. 


Between the ages of 70 and 80 the difference in the number of deaths of males and 
of females is still greater—961 males died to 714 females, a difference of 247, or 34.5 per 
cent. Between the ages of 80 and 90 the difference in the number of deaths of males 
and of females is much smaller, being 602 males and 469 females, a difference of 133, or 
28.3 per cent. 


At ages in the last decade of the 100 years of life we find that 135 males and 111 
females died, an excess amongst males of 24, or 21 per cent. 10 males and 13 females 
are reported as having reached the patriarchal age of 100 years and over. 


To summarize this review of the deaths of males and of females during the ten 
decades of life—in the tirst decade the returns shew a preponderance of the deaths of 
males over those of females; in the second, third, fourth and fifth decades, on the other 
hand, the deaths of females are in excess of those of males. In the sixth and following 
decades the mortality amongst females is less than that of males. So that in the ten 
decennial periods of life the mortality amongst males exceeds that amongst females in six 


of them, while the mortality amongst females exceeds that amongst males in only four of 
them. 


AGES AT 


TIME OF DEATH. 


ee 


if 


Peer aieals 


eat 


(LISTON. 


= 


‘FIV HIVT LY SHLVYIG FO oN 


The various poirts onthe three lines shew lhe number of dealhs alany 


age. The munber directly over hepoints ad the lap of he dia 
6 the aye allime of dealt: 


gGHen 


The Diuch tine wilicales the number of dealhs of both sexes al-all ages 


ane 
AGT AML, 


op 


uinber atthe side of the 


h, drid (he Ht 
wmastraight line with the points is the nunber whe died at thatage. 


Males 


tied line 


Blue line 


Females 


This wefind apont on the Black: tine opposile 140 al the side andunder 


SO years atthe lop this shews thet 1Opersons died atthe age of I0in Sj 


nh Tt a ei 
i ve 4) 7 
ec er 


ia a ms, me 


49 


Deaths by Occupations (for Table, see Appendix, page exviii.) over the Average Age, 


574 years. 
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Ten Occupations which give the Highest Average Age, and the Ten Lowest at the time 
of Death, this year are given below in comparison with 1878. 
eee 
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In noticing the effects of the various occupations on the length of life if life of those 
engaged in iain! it may be as well to repeat, in effect, what has eae said before—that 
it ought to be borne in mind that it is not entirely the occupation per se which causes 
the average of life, in some employments, to be so very short. Asa rule, those who die 
young, would not, except under the most favourable circumstances, have lived to advanced 


51 


age. These, by choosing such sedentary or confined occupations as that of clerk, book- 
keeper, printer, or milliner, naturally shorten their own existence. 

The average age of those engaged in the various occupations named in Table I was 
one-half year higher in 1879 than in 1878—574 years instead of 57 years. In 1877 the 
average was 56 years. It therefore appears that the length of life of those engaged in 
them is on the increase. 

Of the 7830 persons who died in the 71 named occupations, 4635 were engaged 
in 19 of them, in each of which the average age at death was as great or greater than 
the average age of the whole 7830—57} years, while 3195, or the remainder of the 
7830, were engaged in the remaining 52 occupations, in each of which the average age 
at death was under the average age of the whole. 

There were 19 occupations in 1879, instead of 18 as in 1878, in which those engaged 
lived to be above the average, and in these there were 4635 persons, as against 4344 in 
1878. Nearly one-half again of the 4635, or 2290, were farmers, and not far short of 
three-fourths of the other half, or 1651, were farmers’ wives. Thus, taking out farmers 
and farmers’ wives, there were only 695 who were engaged in the 17 other occupations in 
which the life of those engaged reached or exceeded the average of the whole. 

A smaller number, by nearly 100, in 1879 than in 1878, of those engaged in the 52 
occupations in which life was below the average of 574 years, reached the age of 50 years 
—2349 against 2446. But of the whole number in the tables, 7831, there were 274 more 
who lived to be 50 in 1879 than in 1878. 

The 2349 who, in 1879, lived to be 50 years or over, and yet not up to the average of 
574 years, were engaged in 14 occupations, the same number of occupations, though not 
altogether the same sort, as in 1878, and included 1264 housewives (more than one-half), 
681 labourers, 125 carpenters, and 113 merchants ; more labourers, but fewer housewives, 
merchants, and carpenters than in 1878. Amongst those living to the average of or 
about 50 years were 29 physicians, averaging just 50 years, as against 18 in 1878; 28 
carriage and waggon-makers, 28 millers, 23 cabinet-makers, and 17 coopers. 

The table shews that there were 15 lumbermen averaging 48 years, while 11 in 1878 
averaged 50 years; 16 engineers, averaging 48 years, while 19 in 1878 averaged 42 years 
only; 13 stone-cutters, averaging 47 years, against 19 in 1878 averaging 42 years only; 
59 tavern-keepers, averaging 47 years, against 48 in 1878 who averaged 48 years; 31 
painters, averaging 46 years, against 28 in 1878, who averaged only 40 years ; 59 black- 
smiths, averaging 45 years, while in 1878 there were 56 who averaged 53 years ; 56 
teachers, averaging 44 years, against 38 in 1878 who averaged 42 years only. 

The average length of life of the 29 physicians was, in 1879, the same as the aver- 
age of the 18 who died in 1878, viz, 50 years. 31 physicians, however, died in 1876, 
whose average age was 55 years; and in 1877, 28 died, averaging 53 years. So that it 
appears the length of life of physicians is on the decrease—from 55 and 53 to 50 years. 

During the three years previous to 1879—1876 to 1878, inclusive—77 physicians 
died at the average age of 53 years. 

In 1879 the deaths of 23 members of the legal profession were registered, whose 
average age was 44 years. In 1876, 20 died, and in 1877, 15 aied, averaging 50 years ; 
while in 1878, 19 died, averaging only 40 years. The average age for the three years— 
1876 to 1878—of the 54 who died in these years was 46.5 years. 

On the other hand, 46 clergymen died during the year 1879, averaging 62 years ; 
higher than the average of these in any one of the three previous years. During the 
three previous years 111 clergymen died, whose average age was 58. 

The farmers, too, had averaged 61 years during the three years previous to 1879, 
and, as the table shews, 64 in this last year. The average length of life shewn by the 
farmers’ wives was also greater in 1879 than the average of the three previous years. 

The average length of life of tailors and shoemakers was likewise considerably 
greater in 1879 than the average of the three previous years. 


Deaths by Occupations (Causes of Death). For Table, see Appendix, pages cxvi. 
and exvili. 
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Ten Occupations which returned the largest number of Deaths from Phthisis. 


aN 


1878. 1879. 
OCCUPATIONS. Deaths | Deaths | Rate OCCUPATIONS. Deaths | Deaths | Rate 
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Ten Highest Causes of Death, by Occupation. 
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Although the mortality amongst farmers, from all causes, is greater this year than 
in 1878, the numbers being 2290 against 2146 last year, yet the number dying of 
consumption in 1879 is 58 less than in 1878, a difference of 3.4 per cent. 
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It might be supposed, from the large number of farmers dying of consumption 
(246), that these tillers of the soil were more subject to this disease than persons engaged 
in other occupations; but when we compare the mortality from phthisis among farmers 
with the total number of that class dying from all causes, it will be found that, with the 
exception of “ gentlemen,” farmers furnish fewer victims to this disease, in proportion to 
their numbers, than any other occupation. This will be seen by referring to the table. 

Out of 66 book-keepers and clerks whose deaths are recorded, 34 died of con- 
sumption, a percentage of 51.5, being the highest of any occupation. The close confine- 
ment, and the sedentary nature of their occupation, no doubt lay them open to the attacks 
of this insidious disease. Teachers are next, with 23 deaths from phthisis out of 56 from 
all causes, a percentage of 41.1. Teaching is a profession often entered into at an early 
age, before the system is fully matured, and as those who follow this occupation are 
exposed to the vitiated atmosphere of ill ventilated schoolrooms, they fall easy victims to 
this dread disease. 

Servants are third highest, 29 dying of phthisis out of 81 from all causes, or 35.8 
per cent. Probably among them are included domestics, who have not the means nor 
opportunities to take precautionary measures to protect themselves from cold and ex. 
posure, thus rendering themselves more liable to become subjects for consumption. 

It seems strange that blacksmiths and carpenters, whose occupations are neither 
sedentary nor altogether confined to in-door work, should give so high a percentage of 
deaths from consumption; perhaps it is owing to a want of care in protecting themselves 
against the rapid changes of weather to which they are at times exposed. Blacksmiths 
return 16 deaths from consumption, out of 59 from all causes, or 27.1 per cent. Carpen- 
ters 22 out of 125 from all causes, or 17.6 per cent. 

Fewer persons, returned as “gentlemen,” died of consumption in proportion to the 
number of people dying from all causes, than under any other designation, viz: 13 deaths 
from it out of 184 from all causes, or 7 per cent. Persons to whom this designation is 
applied at the time of their death, are generally those who had retired from all occupa- 
tion and reach advanced years, and were therefore past the period of life most subject to 
tubercular diseases. This may account for the small number, comparatively, of men of 
leisure reported as having died of consumption. 

Although there is a very perceptible average improvement in the schedules received 
from the Division Registrars for the year under review, there is room for proficiency from 
some of those officials in more legible handwriting and more accuracy in the orthography 
of names, both of which are most essential items in the preparation of valuable and satis- 
factory records. 

Among the most complete returns received are those from the following municipali- 
ties and are worthy of special mention, viz.: the cities of Hamilton, London and Toronto ; 
the towns of Cornwall, Paris, Pembroke and Wingham ; the villages of Forest, London 
East, New Edinburgh and Yorkville ; the townships of Alfred, Brock, Eramosa, Glou- 
cester, London, Plantagenet North, Tilbury West, and Wilmot. 

In order to make the “Registration Act more effectual it is desirable that some 
amendments should be made thereto during the coming session; [ would therefore 
respectfully recommend as one, that each school teacher in the rural districts be appointed 
sub-registrar for his own section; and further that the time for receiving the registration 
of the particulars of births be extended under certain restrictions. 

I would again suggest that some measures should be adopted to compel municipal 
councils to pay their clerks the fee allowed by Sec. 26 of the Act, for each birth, marriage and 
death registered, as further reports have been made to the Department during the past year 
of an additional number of municipal councils refusing to pay this fee, which, as pointed out 
in last year’s report, must in a great degree lessen the encouragement on the part of Divi- 
sion Registrars to become thoroughly efficient in the discharge of their important duties. 

T have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
H. SS. CREWE, 
Inspector. 
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